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[ Abstract] The principle of full compensation results from the influence of the mode of
exchange of equal value on society. It conforms to the guiding principles and objectives of tort
law and is an important tool for balancing the interests of the injurer and the victim and for com-
pelling potential injurers to take their duty of due of care seriously. The current Chinese tort law
not only recognizes the principle of full compensation, but also reiterates the important practical
significance of the principle, which is conducive to realizing the compensatory function of the
tort law and to ensuring that judges adjudicate cases in accordance with law. Currently it is im-
perative for China to truly implement the principle of full compensation, which requires that,
firstly, all compensable harms caused by a tort should be indemnified; secondly when a judge
decides damages, he should not consider such factors as the defendant’ s intention or negli-
gence, the income of the plaintiff and the defendant, or other circumstances of the case; and
thirdly, the victim should not acquire more benefit than that is sufficient to compensate for the
harms he or she suffered as a result of the tort. When applying rules of exception to the princi-
ple of full compensation, the judge should take into full consideration of the purpose of legisla-

tion and not to improperly undermine the position of the principle.
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