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[ Abstract] The aim of rule of law lies in the realization of rule of society. Rule of law up-
held in human society must have a “core of overlapped consensus” , which means “rule of law as
the morality of the law”, What is discussed here is a concept of “thin rule of law”. With it, we
can define the central elements and fundamental obstacles of rule of law; and we can be aware of
complicated relationships between rule of law and various social ideals, different cultural traditions
and pluralistic objectives of values compatible with each other, as well as all possible plans. The
above-mentioned two are the most critical issues faced by the contemporary world, including Chi-
na, in the field of rule of law. On the basis of examination of the concept of rule of law from a
global perspective, this article tries to articulate issues arising in rule of law, in the ultimate aim

to promote the building up of rule of law in China.
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