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[ Abstract] The U. S. Supreme Court had issued three widely divergent opinions on the
case of Lawrence et al. v. Texas. An analysis of the argumentations in these opinions shows that
the different arguments advances by the justices and their methods of argumentation were not the
causes, but rather the consequences, of these different opinions. The arguments put forward by
the justices were actually opinions need to be proved and their approaches to argumentation were
used not only to justify their conclusions, but also to express their basic legal ideas. As far as
the case of Lawrence et al. v. Texas is concerned, the real causes of the differences of opinions
are the different attitudes adopted by different justices on such basic issues as principles of con-
stitutional interpretation, stare decisis, relationship between democratic system and judicial sys-
tem, and relationship between morality and law. These fundamental legal ideas are the real basis
of legal decisions, and sometimes appear in written judgments as arguments. In this sense, legal
argumentation plays an important role in the formation of a legal decision, although it does not

necessarily reflect the real causes of the formation of the decision.
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