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[ Abstract] Selecting and seeing through the Imperial Edict of Abdication by the Qing Em-
peror, a forgotten chapter in hundred years of Chinese history, the author explores the Edict’ s role
from the perspective of political constitutional jurisprudence. The author holds that in profound
changing situations from the ancient times up to the present in establishing the republic, the foun-
dation on which to build up a nation for contemporary China is not simply the radical constitutional
spirit demonstrated during the 1911 Revolution. Another spiritual foundation is manifested right in
the Imperial Edict of Abdication by the Qing Emperor. Though not a constitutional text with com-
pleted forms, yet the Edict has summed up and contained in memories several reformist constitu-
tional movements either passively or initiatively launched since the late Qing Dynasty, effectively
checked the trend of revolutionary radicalism, and healed historical rifts caused by revolutions. It
may be correct to say that the Provisional Constitution of the Republic of China and the Imperial E-
dict of Abdication by Qing Emperor have shaped and gfven full scope to the constitutional spirit of
contemporary Republic of China together. The author elaborates the essence of political constitu-
tionalism embodied in the Imperial Edict of Abdication by Qing Emperor and reveals the critical

role played by the Edict in relation to the current constitutional transformation in China.
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