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[ Abstract] In the history, Spain held Catholicism as its national religion and had a close
connection with Vatican, so its state-religion relation was similar to that in Italy. After the Renais-
sance, Spain was secularized gradually. State and Catholicism began to separate and other reli-
gions were integrated in Spain constantly. However, Catholicism still holds an outstanding position
even in Spain today. Although there is a legal principle of equality among different religions, it is
clear that Catholicism is enjoying a special position and treatment. Obviously, Spain has its own
way to deal with the relation among different religions and this deserves notice. Germany was also
a catholic country in history, but it was the place where Protestant Reformation broke out firstly
and the Protestants originated. Its belief in the principle of separation between state and religion
was more steadfast than other countries that used to integrate state and religion in the history. We
can find whats behind it by detailed analysis of one example only. Singapore is a young and small
country. From the time of its foundation, it follows the principle of separation between state and
religion and limits the religious activity to private sphere strictly. It holds religious freedom and
helps small religious groups. As a result, every religion can find its position in this country and
the religion gets along with the secular sate peacefully. Singapore’ s experience deserves reflec-
tion. We take these countries as typical examples to analyze the methods applied and the stand-
points took by modern countries to deal with the relation between state and religion in order to get

some inspiration.
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