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[ Abstract] Territory has been a significant political and legal concept since ancient
times and all its meanings are based on their geographical concepts. In law, the concept of ter-
ritory was originally a concept of ownership in the sense of private law, namely the geographical
domain owned and governed by a monarch or king. However, with the transformation of the con-
cept of sovereignty from monarchical sovereignty to national sovereignty, the concept of territory
had become a concept of ownership in public law, whose national power attribute became in-
creasingly prominent, and developed into three kinds of doctrines of territory; the doctrine of
sovereign object, the doctrine of component of a state and the doctrine of domain. The anti-sov-
ereignty doctrine, emerged in the late 19th century and early 20th century, led to a new concep-
tion of national territory; some public law theorists refused the activist or essentist idea of terri-
tory supported by the concept of sovereignty, and turned to the negativist or formalist approach
to interpreting the concept of territory. They either regarded territory as a regional limitation to
dominion or isolated territory from dominion, interpreting territory as a pure spatial sphere of

law. Thus two parallel concepts of territory in public law, essentist and formalist, were estab-

lished.
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