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[ Abstract] “Treaties and time” is the eternal theme of treaty interpretation. In recent
years, there have been significant changes in the factual and normative context of treaty inter-
pretation. To realize the applicability of treaties and on the basis of Article 31 of the Vienna
Convention on the Law of Treaties, the method of “evolutive treaty interpretation” was intro-
duced to ensure that the interpretation and application of treaties are in keeping with the chan-
ging context. “ Evolutive treaty interpretation” includes evolutionary interpretation and subse-
quent conducts interpretation. In WTO dispute settlement practice, the method of “evolutive
treaty interpretation” has gradually matured. Although objective situation can not directly affect
treaty rights and obligations, “evolutive treaty interpretation” can be applied to develop treaty
rights and obligations through the establishment of links between treaty texts and evolving objec-
tive situation. Therefore, “evolutive treaty interpretation” should be incorporated into the meth-
od of systematic interpretation. In the conclusion and interpretation of treaties, China should be
aware of the possibility of developing treaty rights and obligations and take advantage of “evolu-

tive treaty interpretation” to settle the international disputes in diversified ways.
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