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[ Abstract] There is a closely connection between the progress of assessment on rule of law
and the four steps of social indicators movement. The assessment on rule of law utilized the researc-
hing achievement on the theory of social indicators during the theoretical steps. The indicators of
rule of law was partly covered by social indicators or appeared as policy evaluation. The philosophi-
cal foundation of the assessment in that time was positivism and scientism and the technique was
measurement and there was rarely subjectivity in this step. It was difficult to tell the difference be-
tween the research on social indicators and the theory of assessment on rule of law in the early
practical step. Besides, the latter was deeply influenced by the former in the areas of the standards
and the models. The philosophical foundation of assessment in that time was post-positivism and
the technique was description. Further more, there was plurality of disciplinary in the theory. Both
of the indicators system of assessment on rule of law and the social indicators system were expand-
ed the range of vision by adding the scientifically subjective indicators during the step of life quali-
ty indicators. The philosophical foundation of assessment in that time was hermeneutics, the tech-
nique was judgment and the scientific subjective indicators were added. The indicators system of
assessment on rule of law was mature in the recovery step of social indicators movement. The phil-
osophical foundation of assessment in that time was criticism; the technique was responding evalu-
ation and the plurality of knowledge is developed by communicating theory. The assessment on
rule of law in China can be divided into two steps which were early quality evaluation and latter
scientific assessment from the perspective of methodology. Moreover, it roughly experiences the
macroscopic view to the microscopic one, which means the overall assessment to the regional as-
sessment. Nowadays, the Chinese assessment is exposed to the problems of theory of rule of law
and the assessing indicators in the theoretical aspect and disqualification of material and data in

the practical aspect.
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