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[ Abstract] The fact that historical China had not produced the concept of citizen is not
an indication of intellectual or institutional deficiency. The concept of citizen, as a privilege as
well as a distinction/discrimination, is a product of city-states. In historical China, which was
a big agricultural country, the people, apart from a very few political and cultural elites, were
mere unconscious members of the country, namely countrymen. Meanwhile, they were also
more active members of the villages in which they lived, namely villagers. The emergence of
such a status system was inevitable in a big country. Despite the lack of the concept of citizen
and the corresponding civil rights system, historical China had realized distributive justice by a
unique method within the two communities of the state and villages in a more or less just, sys-

tematic and effective way.
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