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[ Abstract] One of the significant characteristics of the American legal system is judicial
review. However, since it was established by the decision of Marbury v. Madison, theoretical de-
bate has never come to a stop, which can be classified as interpretivism and noninterpretivism.
This article points out that the issue whether substantive value should play a role in judicial review
is part of the debate. While some legal theorists try to justify the rationality of judicial review on
different grounds, others challenge that such justification is either impossible or unacceptable. Ex-
amining the links and distinctions between the two theories from constitutional and jurisprudential
angles, the article concludes that straightening out the theoretical basis of judicial review is helpful
to understand the trends of theoretical development in terims of the system of judicial review, as

~ well as provide references for the design and improvement of the system.
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