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[ Abstract] As one form of State jurisdiction over extraterritorial crimes under traditional
international law, universal jurisdiction remains significant in fighting against impunity of core in-
ternational crimes ( genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes) in contemporary interna-
tional law. Since the end of Cold War, there has been a development trend of national legislation
on universal jurisdiction in terms of proliferation of special legislations, the categories of crimes
subject to universal jurisdiction, the invoked international legal basis and judicial operability.
Such a trend is the product of reinvigoration of international humanitarian law and the rapid devel-
opment of international criminal law and international human rights law. It is also a logical conse-
quence of the fundamental change of international political atmosphere, the asymmetric develop-
ment of States, the globalization of economy as well as the rapid development of science and tech-

nology. Chinese criminal law shall be modified to be consistent with such trend.
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