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[ Abstract] In recent years in the US, under the impact of the social policy of “protecting
women victims’ interests to the maximum” , in legislative area, a trend has taken shape in which
admission rule of character evidence tilts in favor of victims. In sexual harassment cases of civil
nature, it is prohibited to introduce character evidence of victims, but it is allowed when evidence
concerns perpetrators. Articles 411 to 415 of Federal Rules of Evidence setting out the application
of rule of character evidence develop in a much more detailed way on the basis of case law. While
safeguarding the legitimate interests of victims, they also aim at balancing power relation between
two parties concerned. In dealing with admission of character evidence in sexual harassment trials
in China, we may learn from American lessons. Principles of “relevancy”, “similarity” and
“necessity” should be strictly followed when using character evidence. Meanwhile, efforts should
be made to establish procedural guarantee in terms of use of character evidence in sexual harass-

ment cases.
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