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[ Abstract] Mixed jurisdiction refers to the area that is governed by a mixed legal system.
Before colonial rule, customary law was applied generally in Southern Africa. Colonial invasions
firstly brought about the coexistence of Roman-Dutch law and English law in South Africa, thus cau-
sing its law to have a mixed flavor. Being influenced by South Africa’ s law, the legal systems of its
five neighbouring countries have all assumed mixed characteristics. The shaping of mixed jurisdic-
tion in Southern Africa is the result of interaction of various factors. Compared with other regions,

the legal system of Southern Africa carries unique features.
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