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[ Abstract] The development of legal education in China may be divided into three stages,
with the adjustment of universities and departments in 1952 as a transition in the first stage, thus
formed a dual structure of combination of special universities and departments and comprehensive
universities. The socialist direction was set then, yet accompanied by nihilism. The transition in
the second stage referred to the re-enrollment of students by law schools in 1977. Promoted by po-
litical reform and the establishment of market economy, legal education resumed its dual structure
accordingly. Since the mid and late 1990’ s, with the introduction of J. M degree educational ex-
periment and the building up of high-level universities, legal education gained momentum in its
development, preparing the ground for the current legal education. In 2006 , J. M degree education
completed its experiment and got to a normalized pattern. As a result, it became one of the basic
forms of legal education in China. This was the transition of the third stage. Ever since then, the
promotion and perfection of professional legal education and the establishment of an elite-cultiva-
tion model have been the main task of legal education. The transitions over three stages show that
the development of legal education in China has all along responded to the interaction between law

and society.

(54 )

(74) AU AT A~ , BHBUR— BE %S HEER) , R AW FRIL)2008 £ 1 #.
- 48 .





