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[ Abstract] The Secretary-General of the United Nations has submitted 9 quinquennial
reports reviewing the use of and trends in death penalty worldwide to the Economic and Social
Council since 1975, 13 reports on the death penalty to the Commission on Human Rights and
Human Rights Council since 1997, and 4 reports on the trends towards the abolition of the death
penalty and the establishment of moratoriums on executions since the General Assembly adopted
its first resolution on the moratorium on the use of the death penalty in 2007. According to those
reports, 159 countries and territories are either fully abolitionists, abolitionists for ordinary
crimes, or de facto abolitionists; while only 39 countries and territories still retain the death
penalty. Various reasons may be identified to support the retention or abolition of the death pen-
alty. However, abolishing the death penalty has been and will be a trend worldwide. In the
process of restricting, reducing and abolishing the death penalty, China should take serious ac-

count of the international trend of abolishing the death penalty.
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