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[ Abstract] In traditional Chinese legal dogmatics, there has been a tradition of studying
keywords in law, including words that are very important to the criminal code, known as “moth-
er of the criminal code” or “the eyes of the criminal code”. However, scholars of Chinese legal
history have overlooked another kind of keyword, namely “class”, which, in my opinion, is a
core category in traditional Chinese legal dogmatics because: firstly, without the word “class”
and the methods of classification and categorization entailed by it, codes of law would become
too heavy and complicated and no high quality law would emerge; secondly, without the word
“class” and related analogical interpretation methods, there would be no high quality annota-
tions of law; and thirdly, the ideas and methods based on the concept of “class” had always

dominated the administration of justice in ancient China. Therefore, the word “class”, as the

key to open the door of traditional Chinese legal dogmatics, has an irreplaceable role to play in
traditional legal study in China. The theory and method of “class” is not something foreign, but
a kind of native resource. As early as in the Warring States Period, Xuncius and scholars of the
Mohist school had developed rather systematical class theory, and the ancients in China had
used fairly exquisite classification techniques in the compilation of lexicographical books and
general cyclopedias, which had played an important role in promoting the advancement of legis-
lative techniques in ancient China. Of course, we must also admit that ancient Chinese class

theory and classification method has their limitations, which have some negative influences on

the development of criminal code and traditional legal dogmatics in ancient China.
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