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[ Abstract] Traditional compatative law researches divide property laws in several dozen
countries in the world into w9 to’seVeral legal families on the basis of one or a few abstract crite-
ria. All these researeheés adapl black-box methodologies. This article champions a quantitative
comparative law approach’, using cutting-edge statistical methods and concrete and numerous
criteria (170 to be exact) to study one legal field ( property law) , and eventually producing a
dendrogram (i.e. a legal family tree) consisting of 128 jurisdictions. Each jurisdiction occu-
pies a branch in the legal family tree, and branches combine with one another sooner or later,
depending on how similar the property laws in the jurisdictions are. This quantitative method
can divide all the jurisdictions into any number of legal families. This article chooses 10 legal
families to present the results. The first draft ( made public in 2018) of the Book of Things of
the Chinese Civil Code is relatively low-density in terms of specifying property doctrines, and is
found to be one of the few jurisdictions that cannot be stably classified into a certain legal fami-
ly. The main finding of this article is that China is closest to the Russian legal family and sec-

ond-closest to the German legal family.
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