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[ Abstract] Retributionist criminal punishment is considered as a response by criminal
law to crimes that have already been committed and, as such, can hardly have any effect on the
crime situation in the future. So the main criticism against retributionism is that it is a negative,
even destructive, idea of criminal punishment that has no social governance effect. To respond
to this criticism, it is necessary to return to the original connotation of retributionism, namely a
restorative retributionism that confirms civil liberties. However, if, in response to the criticism
against retributionism, only the positive value of retributionism in the construction of nation and
law is emphasized, there will be a potential danger of upholding the authority of law at the cost
of civil liberties. Therefore it is necessary to return to another dimension of retributionism,
namely to explore the positive value of retributionism by restoring equality as the core of justice.
In this dimension, the greatest value of retributionist concept of criminal punishment lies in allo-
wing the victim to participate as an active subject in the game of setting the benchmark of penal-
ty, so that the pursuit of justice is no longer considered as a mere demand for the result, but a
practical mechanism. At the same time the ancient rules of revenge can provide a penalty price

list for such participation.
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